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________________________________________________________________________
The New Testament has 260 chapters and at 2 chapters/day can be read in 19 weeks.

The subdivisions of the books on this chart are based on the StoryGuide Scriptures,
which you can download for free at NathanRichardson.com.
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The structure used here is suggested by Dennis Bratcher, “The Shape of the Gospel Story.”
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The New Testament has 260 chapters and at 2 chapters/day can be read in 19 weeks.
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________________________________________________________________________
Since many books of the New Testament are difficult to pinpoint chronologically,

some book placements were made based instead on thematic commonality with passages
from Acts. For example, James was inserted right after the person James is introduced and
when there is a famine that led him, with Peter and John, to urge the church to remember
the poor, a major theme of the book of James. Likewise, Hebrews has a large range of
possible dates, but because it deals largely with temple imagery, it was inserted during the
time that the temple is discussed the most in Acts, where the Christians’ new
understanding of the temple seems most salient.

1 Peter also has quite a range of possible dates. It was placed during Paul’s
imprisonment in Caesarea in order to (1) remind readers that Paul was not the only
disciple active during this time, and (2) impress upon them the passage of time (since Paul
was imprisoned there for two years) by leaving the narrative of Acts and then returning.

Galatians could fit around the time of the council on circumcision (Acts 15) or with
Romans, and valid reasons exist for both placements. It was placed before Acts 15 in part
because I found those arguments more persuasive (Herrick, Bible.org ), but also because
(1) it spreads out the epistles, keeping the reader more engaged with storyline, (2) it fits
thematically with the discussion of Acts 15, helping the reader recall and apply the cultural
context when reading the epistle, and (3) it comes right after Paul’s mission to the area of
Galatia, helping the reader recall and apply the historical and geographical context.

LETTERS

PURPLE: Letters by Paul

BLUE: Books by John

GREEN: Books by Luke

YELLOW: Letters by Peter
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